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voluntary gender segregation. Many women worry that 
although they can now sit anywhere they choose on 
these buses, they will still feel pressured to sit at the 
back of the bus.

When asked if women would still feel this pressure, 
Hadas Nebenzal, a religious 23 year old Masters’ 
student at Bar Ilan University, told The Jerusalem Post 
Lite, “Of course.” She believes a lot of this pressure, 
“stems from their education, which values modesty 
and women taking up less space than men.” Although 
she was raised in this way, she strongly opposes the 
ideological separation of genders.
On the other hand, many Orthodox Haredi women 
do not feel like they were just “trained” to believe this 
way. They choose to live this lifestyle. Haredi women 
like Rebbetzin Grossman of the World Women’s 
Lobby for Halachic Transportation welcomed the 
Transportation Minister’s recommendation to allow 
voluntary segregation. Originally interviewed by Ynet, 
she applauded this as a triumph for the, “hundreds of 
thousands of Haredi women who wish to maintain a 
normative lifestyle.”

Furthermore, she suggested that the Israeli public 
should respect Haredi women’s habits. “This is not 
religious coercion, but our way of life – from kindergarten 
to marriage – and it should be respected.” Therefore , 
she believes both male and female passengers, out of 
respect for the Haredi, should separate by gender on 
mehadrin bus lines.

Sara Moldovan, a 25 year old student at Hebrew 
University, told The Jerusalem Post Lite that she, “didn’t 
mind being sitting at the back of the bus, if that’s what 
pleases them. On the other hand, I expect [men] to 
show a similar sensitivity and keep to the front of the 
bus when the back is full of women.” From a practical 

perspective, she added that this, “might even keep bus-
harassers away from me.”

What all of these individuals can agree on is the 
inevitability that men will harass women, whether it is 
on buses or in the workplace. Although women may 
find it easier to report sexual harassment, do they 
feel truly free to express themselves? Is Menachem 
Ne’eman’s advice reasonable that women’s attire 
should be restricted? Even if women can sit wherever 
they want on the bus, can they expect that men will 
not harass them? Is Haredi encouragement of gender 
segregation a wise, practical approach for women to 
avoid harassment? Women may feel safer in Israel, but 
they are yet entirely not free from the fear of violence. 
The glass ceiling will break in Israel and globally when 
the goal is not just about empowering women to speak 
up. We should hope to create a world where women will 
be both free and safe. Then, women will no longer need 
to defend themselves against violence.  
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