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By Laura Rosbrow

It is hard to argue that volunteering 
does not benefit society. Many 

Diaspora Jews, like yours truly, 
come to Israel to do some kind of 
community service to help Israel 
and the Jewish people. However, 
what can Diaspora Jews offer Israel 
beyond good intentions? I thought I 
would go find out. 

I recently had the chance to interview 
representatives from three wonderful 
nonprofit organizations which take 
on Diaspora volunteers. The first was 
the African Resource Development 
Center (ARDC), a non-profit 
organization founded by refugees and 
Israeli citizens to assist, support 
and empower refugees and asylum 
seekers in Israel. The second was 
The Peres Center for Peace, 
which develops an infrastructure 
of peace and reconciliation by 
and for the people of the Middle 
East. The center promotes socio-
economic development while 
advancing cooperation and mutual 
understanding. Organization 
number three was Mifalot, the 
largest and most diverse sport-
for-development and peace 
organization in the Middle East. 
These conversations provided me 
with a glimpse of how nonprofits 
are addressing Israel’s most critical 
needs and what volunteering looks 
like in Israel.

“I feel like this is my home.” This 
is what Samson, an Ethiopian 
refugee, said about the ARDC as 
we waited in the lobby. Samson is 
one of many refugees that migrated 
from Africa to Israel in the last 
decade. The ARDC addresses the 
needs of this growing population in 
Israel. As Nic Schlagman, ARDC’s 
Humanitarian Coordinator, said, 
“A large part of the Jewish story is 
us being refugees. Therefore, it is 
important for us to do justice to that 
legacy. We want to raise awareness 
about the fact that there are many 
Jews in Israel serving not only Jews 
but also the non-Jews that arrive at 
Israel’s front door.” 

Non-Jewish refugees face many 
obstacles assimilating into Israeli 

Diaspora Jews are 
giving back
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Soccer player Walid Badir with Mifalot participants




